
XIII Sunday in Ordinary Time, year C

There are many incidents gathered together by Luke in these 
verses of his Gospel we have read today. The lesson that 
perhaps should strike us all the most is Jesus' insistence on 
total dedication on the part of his true followers to his 
service.

We cannot be for Christ and against him at the same time. 
He who gathers not with me, scatters - says Jesus at one point.

We are followers of Jesus since our baptism. That is the fact. 
But in practice, are we really following Christ during the 
twenty-four hours of every day of our lives? Are our eyes fixed 
on Christ and the hope of the true future that awaits us? Are 
we prepared to plow a straight furrow, no matter what 
obstacles we may encounter on our way?

Jesus teaches us today an important lesson on following him. 
Let us try to listen to him and consider his words.

1)

The case of the man who approaches Jesus saying I will follow 
you wherever you go teaches us the lesson about our 
motivation to follow Jesus.

First of all, we find none of the holly apostles promoting 
himself to the office of apostle. They received this honor 
from Christ. He would say to each one of them “Follow me.” 
It looks like that this man – seeing the power of teaching and 
the power of Jesus' miracles – wants to thrust himself into 

apostolic honors. That is why Jesus wants him to understand 
that being his disciple is the way of detachment. 

It is a lesson for us. Especially for me as a priest and minister 
of the sacraments. But also for us all. There is a danger of an 
attitude which makes us follow Christ because of our 
expectations of miracles, and easy solutions to our problems.

But Jesus says: Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head. Now, 
it does mean that Jesus had nowhere to go, or nowhere to 
sleep. We know from the Gospel that he had numerous 
friends, people supporting him, places where to stay. But at 
the same time he was truly free from earthly ties, free and 
ready to move at every call.

He wants us to enter the way of the same freedom. Yes, we 
live our lives here on earth. We work and gather things and 
use them. Yes, we also use and enjoy them. And this is good. 
Sometimes, however, we also experience pain, difficulties and 
struggles. 

Jesus wants us to be above all that, on the level of our faith 
and prayer, to follow him selflessly. He wants us to be free in 
our spirit, so that no matter what happens we will stay with 
him.

The man who keeps within the limits of christian law and 
christian way of life, while working his way through this life, 
is a true follower of Christ and is on the road to heaven.



2) 

The case of the second man approaching Jesus is different. 
This time it is Jesus who says: Follow me. But the man 
answers: Lord, let me firs go and bury my father.

As Jewish burials took place on the day of death, it is unlikely 
that the man's father was yet dead. If that was the case, he 
would be in his house with the mourners.

Maybe he was near death and the son wanted to wait until he 
would pass away? We don't know. The fact is that this 
stopped him from realizing his vocation. Our situation can 
be similar. Sometimes things from the past constrain us and 
do not let us go forward. Again, Jesus wants to make us free 
of them.

Jesus is not forbidding this man to carry out for his father 
what his duty as son imposes on him. Jesus never rejected the 
commandment which says that we should honor our parents. 

When he says: Let the dead bury their dead. But you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God, he simply wants to emphasize 
the contrast between his Gospel – the Gospel of life, for 
which earthly death is a door to eternal life – and the state 
and fate of somebody who do not believe in resurrection of 
the dead.

Jesus does not want us to neglect our duties, or our past. But 
he does not want us to be stuck with it. He wants us to be free 
to follow him and go forward in our journey with him.

3)

Similar is the lesson that we learn from the last scene in this 
Gospel. The good plowman concentrates all his faculties and 
energy on what lies ahead. He is plowing a straight furrow, 
without looking back.

It should be the same with those who wish to follow Christ. 
No matter how burdened we may feel, through the 
sacraments of reconciliation and the Eucharist, we are able to 
despise all entanglements of the past, and follow Christ, 
totally, entirely, freely, day by day, with ever strong faith and 
hope, dedicated fully to God, entrusting ourselves – 
everything that we are and do – to Jesus Christ.

It is never too late to make such a commitment and start 
anew and fully dedicate our lives to Jesus and the life of faith. 
It is never to late to answer to Jesus' invitation Follow me. It is 
never to late to say after the psalmist:

I set the LORD ever before me;
with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed.
You are my inheritance, O Lord!
You will show me the path to life,
fullness of joys in your presence,
the delights at your right hand forever. 


