
II Sunday of Easter – year C 

The Feast of Mercy emerged from My very depths of 

tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly celebrated on 

the first Sunday after Easter. (Diary, 699) 

Why is the second Sunday of Easter a Divine Mercy Sunday? 

What does it mean to us? What does it have to do with the 

Easter Season? I believe the answer is to be found in a 

careful reading of today’s Gospel. 

Saint John takes us back to the room where all the Apostles 

were gathered in the evening of that first day of the week. It is 

a continuation of what had happened in the morning when 

Mary Magdalene and then Peter and John went to the tomb 

and found it empty. We heard about it a week ago. 

Since the octave of Easter lasts for the whole week, we can 

say that today is the evening of that first day of the week. The 

Apostles are full of fear of the Jews. It was only Mary 

Magdalene that had seen Jesus. Apostles were probably 

skeptical about her story when she said: I have seen the Lord. 

And here comes Jesus. He stands in their midst and says: 

Peace be with you. This is the first sign of God’s mercy. Jesus 

Christ risen from the dead brings the gift of peace and takes 

away all fear. And just as he bestowed his peace upon 

Apostles and took their fear away, he also does the same 

with us. The healing touch of his mercy reaches his disciples 

first, bringing peace – peace of the presence of the risen 

Lord with us. 

When he had said this, - says John - he showed them his 

hands and his side. These are the signs of Gods mercy: Jesus’ 

pierced hands and feet, and his pierced side are the signs of 

God’s mercy. 

It is only now that the Apostles can understand fully the 

prophecy of Isaiah which says that: he was pierced for our 

sins, crushed for our iniquity. He bore the punishment that 

makes us whole, by his wounds we were healed. (Is 53:5) 

Jesus’ pierced hands, feet, and side, are the symbols of his 

mercy. This are the signs by which we recognize Jesus. This 

are the signs by which we will recognize him when he will 

come again at the end of the time. 

This is the Sunday of divine mercy, because Jesus’ hands and 

feet are no longer nailed to the cross. The wound in his side 

brings God’s healing. Sister Faustina sees Jesus with two rays 

coming from his pierced side. The pale ray stands for the 

Water – says Jesus – which makes souls righteous. The red 

ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls ... These two 

rays issued forth from the very depths of My tender mercy 

when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the Cross. 

... Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter. 

And then something amazing happens. Saint John reports: 

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 

has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you 

retain are retained.” 



By saying this Jesus, after he had already established the 

sacraments of Eucharist and Priesthood on the Holy 

Thursday, establishes the sacrament of reconciliation, the 

sacrament of God’s mercy. 

This the day for us to be grateful for the gift of this 

sacrament which brings us back to the unity with God, that 

wipes away our sins. As a priest I was a witness of miracles 

happening in this sacrament. I saw the healing power of 

divine mercy which is poured out in the sacrament of 

reconciliation. Today is the Sunday of divine mercy, because 

Jesus himself establishes this sacrament of healing of our 

wounded souls. 

But this is not the end of the Easter Sunday. For Thomas, 

one of the Apostles, was not there. “Unless I see the mark of 

the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks 

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

The Sunday of divine mercy is the Sunday of those who do 

not believe. There is so many people who do not believe, 

who do not come to this healing fount of God’s mercy given 

us in the Church and sacraments. 

This is the time for us to bring them here in our prayer – 

those whom we know, and those we do not know. Jesus 

wants us to hide them in his wounds, just as he let Thomas 

to put his finger into his pierced hand, and his hand into his 

side. 

I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all 

souls, - says Jesus to Faustina – and especially for poor 

sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are 

open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls 

who approach the fount of My mercy. 

Jesus wants us to bring all those who do not believe and hide 

them in his wounds with the hope that they will say one day 

after Thomas: “My Lord and my God!” 

Finally saint John leaves us with the words of Jesus that are 

consolation for ourselves: Thomas, have you come to believe 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and have believed. 

I would like to conclude this meditation of the mystery of 

God’s mercy revealed to us in Jesus Christ with the words of 

the prayer which we have heard at the beginning of the 

mass: 

God of everlasting mercy, who in the very recurrence of the 

paschal feast kindle the faith of the people you have made 

your own, increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, 

that we may grasp and rightly understand in what font we 

have been washed, by whose Spirit we have been reborn, by 

whose Blood we have been redeemed. 


