
II Sunday of Lent – year C 

The first two Sundays of Lent have a very deep and symbolic 

meaning. The liturgy of the Word reveals the truth about 

Jesus, the truth about the nature of the ONE who gives up 

his life for our salvation. Moreover, as we will see, what we 

learn about Christ from these readings, refers to us as well. 

On the last Sunday (the 1st Sun of Lent) we have heard the 

Gospel about the temptation of Jesus Christ in the desert at 

the beginning of his public mission. We have learned that 

Jesus in his humanity was exposed to the temptation of 

Satan. We know that this temptation came on him again 

during his agony in the garden. 

The story of the temptation shows the truth about God who 

in Jesus Christ embraces fully our human condition. What 

God wants to tell us is that whenever we experience 

temptations, whenever we feel that we cannot bear our cross 

anymore, whenever we found ourselves in a situation that 

seems to be hopeless – God says: I was there before you and 

I am there with you now in the grace of the Spirit whom I 

gave you through Jesus. 

The second Sunday of Lent looks like a contradiction of the 

scene in the desert. We are taken up to the mountain, where 

we are witnesses of the mystery of Jesus’ transfiguration. 

This scene is full of symbolic meaning, which reveals 

divinity of Jesus Christ. 

First of all, this scene takes place one week after Jesus 

announced for the first time to his disciples that he is going 

to suffer and die, and will be raised. After saying it he also 

explained to them what it means to be his disciple. He said 

If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and 

take up his cross daily and follow me. 

We can imagine how difficult this teaching must have been 

for the apostles. They were probably pondering it in their 

hearts, talking about it to one another. 

The scene of transfiguration is somehow a response given to 

apostles burdened with the truth about Jesus’ human 

condition and the announcement of his death. 

Three of them: Peter, John, and James, saw Jesus in his glory. 

As Luke notes: his face changed in appearance and his 

clothing became dazzling white. The light and brightness are 

the symbols of divinity of Jesus. 

The appearance of Moses and Elijah has a symbolic meaning 

as well. They represent Law and prophets. They both 

experienced in a special way God’s presence: Moses on the 

mount Sinai, where he received the comandments (Ex 24:15-

18), Elijah on the mount Horeb, where he experienced God’s 

presence in a tiny whispering sound. (1Kgs 19:8-13) 

What is interesting, Luke is the only one among evangelists 

who mentions about the subject of Jesus’ conversation with 

Moses and Elijah. He says that they spoke of [Jesus’] exodus 

that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. The truth 



about Jesus’ humanity is still actual and real. But the 

apostles can see for a moment this same humanity of Jesus 

transformed by his divinity. 

And there is the voice coming from the cloud, the voice of 

God who repeats the words we heard before in the scene of 

Jesus’ baptism: This is my chosen Son; listen to him. 

~~~~~ 

This scene has a very important meaning and brings a very 

important message for us!!! Just as the apostles Peter, John, 

and James had the privilege to see the glorified body of Jesus 

Christ – we can also see it in the sacraments of the Church, 

especially in the Eucharist, and in adoration. In this holy 

bread and wine there is the body, soul, and divinity of Jesus. 

Moreover, in the scene of transfiguration the voice coming 

from God repeats the words from the scene of Jesus’ baptism 

in the river Jordan. Thus God wants to tell us what is the 

aim of the grace that we receive in baptism. It is a holy life 

here on earth, and the happiness that we will experience in 

heaven in our body transformed by grace, similar to the 

body of Christ revealed in transfiguration. 

Therefore, the season of Lent has a twofold meaning: 

- We go into the desert to experience the truth about 

our humanity, to fast, to repent, and to look for the 

conversion of our heart to God. 

- But at the same time we are taken into the mountain 

to look at the transformed humanity of Jesus to grow 

in the hope that we are called to enter the eternal 

glory, and that – after bearing our cross faithfully in 

this life – our body will be once fully transformed by 

God’s grace. 

- [The scene of transfiguration reminds us that our 

meditation of Jesus Christ’s passion should never be 

separated from the meditation of the glory of 

transformed body.]  

Saint Paul writes in his second letter to Corinthians: All of 

us, gazing with unveiled face on the glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, as 

from the Lord who is the Spirit. (2Cor 3:18) 

You are blessed here in Benicia having the perpetual 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. I would like to invite 

you to find some time during this lent to go to the adoration 

chapel and look on the glory of the Lord, with a hope to be 

transformed into the same image. 

I would like to conclude my sermon with a prayer taken 

from the letter of saint Paul to Ephesians: I kneel before the 

Father, (…) that he may grant you in accord with the riches of 

his glory to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 

the inner self, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith; that you (…) [may] know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God. (Eph 3:14-19) 

For the aim of our faith is that God may be all in all. (1Cor 

15:28) 


